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in the defence of a house, would be imbibed by these intelligent
men in a very short time, and as for their shooting straight,
there was no doubt about that. With the missionaries, too,
we had some success. " There is no question/7 I explained to
them, " of your having to masquerade in public in uniform.
You say you are men of peace, but what would you do if you
saw that the bazaar rabble were going to attack your house,
and that your womenkind were in peril? You say that in
that case you would resist sure enough! Well, all I want to
do is to arrange that, in such a case, you will resist with some
effect/' And they were generally convinced. The corps, too,
had three chaplains who were missionaries.

I persuaded the Government to take up the scheme and
extend it throughout India. After some trouble, the idea was
generally accepted, and the armed force of Europeans was
considerably increased. Some of the leading Volunteer officers
opposed me for a time, under the impression that their men
would leave the active branch and join the Reserve, But I
pointed out that there was but little chance of this, as most of
the men in the infantry were those who, for certain reasons,
could not well forsake their corps. The cavalrymen, I knew,
were enthusiasts. It appeared to me more likely that men
who joined the Reserve would possibly, in time, go yet a step
higher and join the active corps. And in this I was not dis-
appointed. As for the apprehended danger from what was
called " a mob of undisciplined armed Europeans," I was able
to quote the opinion of one who had served through the
Mutiny and wrote me with authority, being then the Military
Member of Council, that they would indeed have been grateful
for such a mob in the garrison at the siege of Lucknow, and
that some of their most valuable men had learnt their duties
under heavy fire! Be it remembered that this scheme was
advocated as a pis oiler under the conditions existing in
India, which are quite different from those in our islands,
where the Volunteer, who will have to meet a disciplined
enemy, will be of little use if not himself disciplined and
thoroughly efficient